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Rabbi’s Message 
 

 

 

 
Dear OZS Community,  
 
Joseph and I arrived safe and sound in Lexington on Monday, and have been slowly settling into 
our new home. We have felt so warmly welcomed since we arrived, and have been feeling such a 
tremendous amount of gratitude and excitement. Special thanks to Leanne Zimmerman, for 
coordinating meals for us for this first week in town. And thank you to everybody who cooked for 
us, dropped in to say hello, or came by with a gift. We already feel so loved and taken care of.  
 
I have been waiting a long time for this moment. When I first started rabbinical school five years 
ago, it was hard to imagine how my life would change, what community I would serve, what kind 
of rabbi I wanted to be. And here we are. And I feel, in anticipation of my first week of work, that 
all of those questions have been answered in the form of OZS. That all the uncertainties of the 
last five years have materialized into excitement, certainty, and joy. I am so excited to be your 
rabbi.  
 
One of my favorite pieces of text comes from Psalm 100, 

ה יו בִרְנָנָָֽ פָנָָ֗ אוּ לְְ֝ ה בֹֹּ֥  עִבְד֣וּ אֶת־יְהֹוָ֣ה בְשִמְחָָ֑
Ivdu et Hashem B’simcha, bo-u lifanav birnana 
Worship the Lord in gladness; come into the Lord’s presence with shouts of joy. 
 
I remember in my very first interview with the OZS search committee (which feels like a lifetime 
ago!), feeling a lightness that is so hard to find. I remember smiling, and laughing, and feeling so 
myself in those first 45 minutes. And I knew at that moment, that this was the kind of community I 
wanted to serve, and be a part of.  
 
Even if briefly, I have seen how the joy and love of this community  
has carried you through a year and a half of tremendous grief and  
change, and I feel honored to now be a part of that. Thinking ahead  
to our reopening, which is still a work-in-progress, I am confident that  
this sense of joy will persist, if not grow stronger as we can return to  
singing, praying, and studying together.  
 
I also want to add my thanks to Rabbi Sabath for being a tremendous  
source of support and guidance in these last few months.  
 
I am so looking forward to getting to know you all, over coffee, a text,  
or a glass of bourbon! Please be in touch anytime, my OZS email  
address is rabbiabramowitz@ozs.org 
 
Shabbat Shalom! 
Rabbi Abramowitz  

mailto:rabbiabramowitz@ozs.org


 

  

 

President’s Message 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Forty-four years ago, I came to Lexington much like the Jewish peddlers that arrived here 
in the mid to late 1800s. I knew a few people, had a suitcase full of handknitted 
Ecuadorian sweaters and began selling my wares. I have been here ever since and have 
made Lexington my home. 

I grew up attending a conservative synagogue in New York, Beth El, where I had my bar 
mitzvah. After high school, I moved to Rhode Island where I graduated from the 
University of Rhode Island with a degree in Economics and then on to Sonoma State in 
California to study political science….and then, on to the Peace Corps in Ecuador. I 
always maintained my Jewish identity, but didn’t affiliate with any Jewish community 
until I came here.  

I was introduced to OZS through a friend who had taken me to her parents for a Passover 
Seder. I was so welcomed by this Jewish family and felt comfortable that I decided to 
attend services at OZS. Here, I found a community that I wanted to be a part of and have 
been here ever since.   

This synagogue has given me so much through the years. Jessica and I were married in 
the sanctuary. Our son, Jacob attended religious school and had his bar mitzvah here. I’ve 
mourned my parents, my sister and some dear friends with the support of this community, 
and I’ve done my share of celebrating with many of you.   I have made many friends in 
our OZS community and have found a deep sense of belonging and joy. 

As I reach this stage in my life, I felt it was important for me to give back to the OZS 
community that has given me so much over the years. So, with this in mind, I have 
accepted the responsibility and privilege of being your next OZS president. 

It’s a very exciting time for me and our congregation. We have a new rabbi, and 
hopefully, we are on the back end of this pandemic. In-person services are starting up 
again, and we can all look at this as a new beginning for OZS. I look forward to changes 
and challenges that will be forthcoming this year as we work together 
to ensure that everything runs smoothly, the building is in good shape, old wounds  
and divisions are healed, and we can all find the deep sense of belonging and joy  
that keeps me at OZS. 
 
Respectfully,  
Howie Rackmil 
President@OZS.org 
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Tanakh Study Class  

 
Tanakh Study Class will continue to meet 
Wednesday from 12:00-1:00 PM weekly.   

 
We are currently reading Samuel I; this is a 

continuation of the text that we began 
studying before our break in June.  We 

welcome new attendees.  Just let the office 
know you are interested and you will receive 
the zoom link.  Decisions about face-to-face 

sessions will be made at a later date.  
 

For more information, please contact  
Alice Goldstein at 859-447-8068. 

Welcome to the New Board 

Officers: 
President Howard Rackmil 
First VP Mark Klar 

Second VP Scooter Stein 

Treasurer Debbie Aminoff 

Secretary Eli Crane 

Past President Ira Cooper 

Trustees: 
Jen Algire 

Rebecca Broudy 

Steve Davis-Rosenbaum 

Ron Fleischman 

Penina Goldstein 

Sarah M. Lowe 

Mike Mayer 

Madeline Moosnick-Lakes 

Erin Salomon 

Matthew Simons 

Janie Welker 

Also serving on the Board: 
The Rabbi, Gan Shalom Representative, Women’s League Sisterhood President, Men’s Club 
President, LEXUSY President, and Parent’s Council Chairperson.  

Rotating off with appreciation for their service: 
 Past President Jon Glixon 

 Trustee Darcie Jarman 

Trustee Sheila Jelen 

 Trustee Benjamin Karp 

 Trustee George Szekely 

Watch your Weekly Announcements for information about a community observance of Tisha b’Av on 
Saturday night, July 17 at TAI and via Zoom. This is a moving service in which we recall the 
destruction of both the first and second Temples in Jerusalem and other tragic events in Jewish history.  



 
GENERAL FUND 

 Anonymous 
        A Thoughtful Donation 
 Michelle Beard 
        A Thoughtful Donation 
 Gail Cohen 
        In Honor of the adult B’Nai Mitzvah class, their 
 learning partners and their teachers. 
 Dawn Vermey 
        In Loving Memory of Lucille Barnes 
 Gary Watts 
        A Thoughtful Donation 
 Lana & Clarence Weddle 
        A Thoughtful Donation 
 

EDUCATION - YOUTH 
 Hanna Smith 
         In Honor of my mother Elisabeth Blaustein 
 

GAN SHALOM 
 Karen Barnes 
         In Loving Memory of my Uncle Martin Greenfield, 
 beloved brother to  my late Aunt Esther Greenfield 
 and brother to my late mother Lucille (Greenfield) 
 Barnes. Also in Loving Memory of my cousin 
 Peggy Greenfield-Ben Nahum, his daughter. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DONATIONS-  Ohavay Zion Synagogue extends special thanks to those who have made contributions during the past month. 

 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SCROLL 

 Hanna Smith 
         In Memory of Rabbi Uri and Samuel Smith 

 
LIBRARY 

 Anne, Sarah and David Ades 
         In Honor of Harriet Ades’ Bat Mitzvah 

 
LIVESTREAM 

 The Jedra Charitable Foundation 
         For livestream services at OZS 

 
RABBI DISCRETIONARY 

 Lana and Clarence Weddle 
         A Thoughtful Donation 
 Leanne Zimmerman 
        In Honor of Ezra Alan Simons’ naming 
 

 

Ohavay Zion Synagogue Donation Form 
2048 Edgewater Court        Lexington, Kentucky 40502 

Contributor:     
 

Name:  __________________________________________  
 

Address:  ________________________________________  
 

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________  
 

 

Phone:  __________________________________________  

 
In Honor____Memory____ of:   
 

Name:  __________________________________________ 
 

Occasion:  _______________________________________ 

 
Please Notify: 
 

Name:  __________________________________________ 
 

Address:  ________________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________ 
 

Paypal donation - please go to our website ozs.org for the link. 
To donate stock, securities or other assets please contact the office. 

  

                   Donations may be made to the following:  
  

 

___ General          ___ Green Campership 
    

___ Backpacking   ___ High Holidays 
 

___ Building    ___ Holocaust Memorial Torah
     

___ Caring Committee  ___ Kitchen/Kiddush 
    

___ Chevra Kadisha    ___ Library 
    

___ Cooper Security Fund  ___ Rabbi’s Discretionary 
    

___ Education - Adult    ___ Social Action Committee 
    

___ Education - Youth  ___ Torah/Prayer Books 
___ Gan Shalom    ___ Other  __________________ 

OZS Thanks you for your donation! 

Check enclosed ____Charge my credit card _____ 
 

Credit card information   $ amount to charge: _______ 
 
Name:  __________________________________________ 
 

Card #: __________________________________________ 
 

Expiration Date:_______________  Sec Code:___________ 
 

Signature:  _______________________________________ 

 
Todah Rabah to those who 

organized and/or 
contributed to the farewell 

picnic for Rabbi Sabath  



 

OZS MAZAL TOV 

 
IF YOU HAVE A SIMCHA (COLLEGE GRAD, WEDDING, BIRTHS ETC.)THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE CONTACT THE OFFICE AT 
859-266-8050 OR OFFICE@OZS.ORG 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

 

 
 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

Antony Beck 7/2 

Ilona Szekely 7/3 

Walter Solomon 7/6 

Pam Allweiss 7/7 

Paula Bayer 7/7 

Harry Zunshine 7/7 

Lisa Adkins 7/8 

Lisa Satin 7/8 

Robert Belin 7/9 

Eleanor Bell Salomon 7/14 

Emma Kneisley 7/15 

Janice Kuperstein 7/16 

Barbara Rubin 7/17 

Steve Bobys 7/19 

Susan Caller 7/19 

Paul J. Tillier 7/22 

Corrie Fulp McClain 7/25 

Peter Bourne 7/28 

Kae Schennberg 7/28 

Alan Barrish 7/29 

Steve Caller 7/29 

Ira Amir Michler 7/29 

Marilyn Robie 7/31 

Jen Algire & Michael Andrews 7/2 20th anniversary 

Robert & Alissa Levine 7/2 26th anniversary 

Penina Goldstein & Robin Michler 7/4 11th anniversary 

Diane Sobel & Greg Smith 7/8 26th anniversary 

Harriet & Michael Ades 7/11 56th anniversary 

Steve & Peggy Bobys 7/11 29th anniversary 

Roberta & Joseph Miller 7/11 51st anniversary 

Jessica Flashman & Wes Hagenbuch 7/21 11th anniversary 

David and Evalynne 
Elias announce the 
marriage of their 

daughter Ariel to Dan 
Shaki, son of Hannah 
and the late Shlomo 

Shaki. The marriage was 
an intimate affair that 

took place May 29th at 
the DC home of Adam 

Elias and Julia Tishman. 
MAZAL TOV! 

We’ll bring the popsicles and the story! (And 
yes, that’s for the grown-ups too!!!) You bring 
your family, towels, suits, and anything else 
you would like for a morning of fun by the 
Jacobson Park Splash Pad. 
 
 
   Jacobson Park 
   4001 Athens Boonesboro Rd 
   Lexington, KY 40509 
   Sunday July 11th 
   10 am - 12 pm 
  
 
Register here by July 7th:  
https://forms.gle/tBK7iGmNnfCsrNLVA 

PJ Plays Together at 
Jacobson Park Splash Pad 

mailto:office@ozs.org
https://jewishlexington.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5f9ac9d06d7dc1d0e4b786f15&id=4a910d1991&e=d987c019ec
https://forms.gle/tBK7iGmNnfCsrNLVA


Kroger Community Rewards 

Thank you to all that have signed up for our Kroger Community Rewards program. Last quarter, 
OZS received $447.26 from the Rewards Program. If you haven’t signed up yet but are a Kroger 
shopper you can help OZS earn fundraising dollars at NO COST TO YOU!!!! All you will have 
to do is present your Kroger Plus card and then we get the proceeds. Please go on line now to 
krogercommunityrewards.com to register, be sure to have your Kroger Plus Card and OZS 
#WI315. If you have any questions about it please call or email the office.  

Thank you to those who have been using AmazonSmile and have designated Ohavay Zion 
Congregation as the organization to receive 0.5% of your eligible purchases. We received $77.93 
for purchases made between January 1 and March 31, 2021. Go to https://smile.amazon.com and 
please continue to support Ohavay Zion! Have questions?  Please contact Debbie Aminoff, 
Board treasurer, by email: debbie.aminoff@gmail.com or phone: 859-317-3839. 

Amazon Smile 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE COMMUNITY BUSINESSES   
(CLICK ON WEBSITE LINKS WITHIN THE ADS TO ACCESS BUSINESS WEBSITES) 

  

ORDER NOW FOR PESACH 2022 
BRICKS OF FREEDOM SEDER SETTING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Steve @               
darogallery@gmail.com / 859-312-0927  

  

 

 

Thank You 
 

For your Support! 

Cindy M. Derer, P.L.L.C. 
 

Cindy M. Derer, D.M.D. 
Family Dentistry 

 

698 Perimeter Drive, Suite 102 
Lexington, Kentucky  40517 

859.268.9090 
www.cindydererdmd.com 

 Web Sites:  Schennberg.com 
            Schennbergrealty.com 

krogercommunityrewards.com
mailto:office@ozs.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checki
mailto:debbie.aminoff@gmail.com
mailto:darogallery@gmail.com
http://www.cindydererdmd.com/
Schennbergrealty.com
http://www.schennberg.com
http://www.schennbergrealty.com


YAHRZEITS FOR JULY 

Yahrzeit  
Observance 

begins at 
sundown of the 

previous  
evening  

with lighting of 
the yahrzeit 

candle. 
The traditional 
act of tzedaka, 

honoring  
a loved one,  is 

often performed 
at this time. 

  

7/1 Sylvia Bitensky Tammuz 21  

7/1 Gazella Manner Block Tammuz 21  

7/1 Haskell Levin Tammuz 21  

7/1 Frances Shapiro Tammuz 21  

7/2 Simon Eli Levy Tammuz 22  

7/2 Rinky Weintraub Tammuz 22  

7/3 Cyrus Bayer Tammuz 23  

7/4 Beverly Sperling Tammuz 24  

7/5 Morris Wides Tammuz 25  

7/6 Carolyn Schulzinger Tammuz 26  

7/7 Gertrude Scarr Tammuz 27  

7/7 Abraham Singer Tammuz 27  

7/7 Baile Wides Tammuz 27  

7/8 Russell Profitt Tammuz 28  

7/9 Victor Olbert Tammuz 29  

7/10 Siegmund Benjamin Av 1  

7/10 Nancy Kravitz Av 1  

7/11 Helen Levy Av 2  

7/13 David Baskin Av 4  

7/13 Sidney Goldstein Av 4  

7/13 A. Melvin (Bones) Solomon Av 4  

7/14 Daniel Bayer Av 5  

7/14 Paul Cuttner Av 5  

7/14 Hoskle Goldberg Av 5  

7/15 Rose Levy Grossman Av 6  

7/16 Phillip Leivenson Av 7  

7/16 Sarah Pearlman Av 7  

7/16 Emilie Szekely Av 7  

7/17 Emily Darlington Av 8  

7/17 Lena Krasne Av 8  

7/18 Herbert Dubilier Av 9  

7/18 Peggy Greenfield-Ben-Nahum Av 9  

7/18 Chana Haber Av 9  

7/18 Golda Haber Av 9  

7/18 Henryk Haber Av 9  

7/18 Perla Haber Av 9  

7/18 Reisel Haber Av 9  

7/18 Reisel Himmelblau Av 9  

7/21 Louis Ashner Av 12  

7/21 Abe B. Grossman Av 12  

7/21 Charles Pillow Av 12  

7/21 Howard Siegel Av 12  

7/22 Charles Feldman Av 13  

7/22 Edwin H. Munich Av 13  

7/22 Malka Vulakh Av 13  

7/23 Samuel Cherson Av 14  

7/23 Sarah Levy Av 14  

7/23 Lois Thompson Neeley Av 14  

7/24 Louise Heigel Av 15  

7/24 Henry C. Wiesen Av 15  

7/25 Betty Ferstman Rosenthal Av 16  

7/26 Susan Chasen Av 17  

7/26 Morris Godhelff Av 17  

7/26 Kasil Rosenstein Av 17  

7/27 Solomon Ezrine Av 18  

7/27 Marc Daniel Goldenberg Av 18  

7/27 Elaine Zaitlen Av 18  

7/28 Jenny Kaplan Bloom Av 19  

7/28 Charlotte Levy Av 19  

7/28 Mary Rosenberg Av 19  

7/29 Vicki Doukas Av 20  

7/29 Rebecca Wiesen Herman Av 20  

7/30 Rae Eldot Av 21  

7/30 Hirsch Wulff Kaplan Av 21  

7/30 Teddy G. Tevelson Av 21  

7/31 Joe Rosenberg Av 22  



July 2021 
21 Tamuz - 22 Av 5781 

 

December 2019 

              
 

1      21 Tamuz 2       22 Tamuz 

 
Talmud Study 

Group 
7:30am 

 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

5:30pm 

3       23 Tamuz 

 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
9:30am 

 
 

Pinchas 

4        24 Tamuz 

 

Parsha Study 
 10:00am 

 
Talmud for 
Everyone 
11:00am 

 
Independence Day 

5         25 Tamuz 6        26 Tamuz 

 
Minyan 
5:45pm 

 
Board Meeting 

7:30pm 
 
 

7       27 Tamuz 

 
 

Wednesday  
Study Group 

12:00pm 

8        28 Tamuz 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9       29 Tamuz 

 
Talmud Study 

Group 
7:30am 

 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

5:30pm 
 

 

10    1 Av 

 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
9:30am 

 
 

Matot-Masei 
 

Rosh Chodesh 

11      2 Av 

 

Parsha Study 
 10:00am 

 
Talmud for 
Everyone 
11:00am 

 
 

12     3 Av 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13       4 Av 

 
 

Minyan 
5:45pm 

 
 

14       5 Av 
 

 
 

Wednesday 
Study Group 

12:00pm 
 
 
 

15        6 Av 16       7 Av 

  
Talmud Study 

Group 
7:30am 

 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

5:30pm 
 
 

17       8 Av 

 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
9:30am 

 
 
 

Devarim 
 

Shabbat Chazon 
Erev Tisha B’Av 

18        9 Av 
 

Parsha Study 
 10:00am 

 
Talmud for 
Everyone 
11:00am 

 
 

Tisha B’Av 

19       10 Av 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

20       11 Av 

 
 

Minyan 
5:45pm 

21       12 Av 

 
 

Wednesday 
Study Group 

12:00pm 
 
 

 

22        13 Av 

 
 

 
 
 
 

23        14 Av 

 
Talmud Study 

Group 
7:30am 

 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

5:30pm 
 
 

24       15 Av 

 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
9:30am 

 
 
 

            Vaetchanan 
 

Shabbat Nachamu 

25       16 Av 

  
Parsha Study 

 10:00am 
 

Talmud for 
Everyone 
11:00am 

 

 

26       17 Av 27       18 Av 

 
 

Minyan 
5:45pm 

 
 
 
 
       

28       19 Av 

 
 

Wednesday 
Study Group 

12:00pm 
 
 
 
 

29       20 Av 

 
 
 
 
 
       
  

30       21 Av 

 

Talmud Study 
Group 
7:30am 

 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

5:30pm 
 
 

31       22 Av 

 
Shabbat Morning 

Service 
9:30am 

 
 
 
 

                 Eikev 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 


